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Again this month we have not had the best weather 
for flying, wind being the problem, but I am assured 
it will get better. 
 
Sadly, on the 5th November John Martin, the land-
owner passed away. This was not expected and 
came as a huge shock for Jill and John’s families and 
friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2003, the Club first started talking to John about 
allowing the Club to use his land as our flying field. 
The discussion lasted less than 5 minutes before 
John was on his tractor and pulling out fences so 
that we could fly on the Sunday. John was always 
obliging and willing to help the Club in any way he 
could.  
 
During John’s funeral service, we were told by his 
daughters just how passionate John was about the 
Aeroneers. Whenever they or John’s grandchildren 
visited, John would take them on his quad bike to his 
flying field. Also he looked forward to seeing Club 
members come and go on Sundays and he especially 
enjoyed the Club’s Open Days. Except for this past 
year, there were not too many Sunday’s or mid-week 
days that John didn’t visit us. 
 
Thanks to Club members who visit Jill and John’s 
family at his home and to those who attended the 
funeral service, it has been acknowledge and 
thanked by his family. John will be missed by us all. 

 
I mentioned in my last report that Indoor flying for 
2019 would be on the agenda at the November    
committee meeting. This was discussed and the   
outcome is the Club will not be hiring the Arena for 
Indoor flying in 2019. 
 
The Club has been very fortunate to have been    
donated money from Brian Dickons family so that we 
could purchase a trophy to be presented annually in 
honour of Brian. The Club has purchased a silver 
Cup which has been engraved “Brian Dickons       
Memorial Cup”. As Brian’s favourite competition was 
Vintage, the Cup will be presented to the winner of 
the Vintage Competition. This will be awarded at 
each year’s Awards and Christmas Dinner. A special 
thanks to Philip Pearpoint who initiated this with the 
Dickons family and for sorting out models etc       
following Brian’s death. 
 

 
 
 
The Club has the following 
events planned: 
 
 

Awards and Christmas Function 14 Dec – Verdict 
Café  
February Club Night — 22 Feb 2019 – AGM 
Open Day - 24 Mar 2019 
 
A reminder that we have our AGM in February, for 
our Club to run successfully we need members to fill 
positions on the Committee. All positions are up for 
renewal. Please give it some thought, the Club needs 
members support and commitment. 
 
The only member doing the 
lawn mowing is our Club 
Captain, Peter Vining. This 
is not acceptable and we 
need other members to    
volunteer and give Peter a 
well-deserved rest. Please 
let me know if you are      
willing to help. 

Greg Findon 

President’s Report 

 

Volunteers 
Wanted 



No 197—December—2018—page 3  

President’s report cont... 
 
For the month of December and January there is no 
Club competition. The field will be open for general 
flying each Sunday. There is no flying on Christmas 

Day. 
 
Members celebrating their 
Birthday’s in December 
are: Clive Martis, Rod 
Watt and Ivan Huntley.  
 
 

Congratulations to you all, I hope you have a great 
day. 
 
To all members, the weather is improving so let’s 
get out to the field and enjoy ourselves.  
 
Regards 
Greg Findon President 
PN Aeroneers 

KIDS OF TODAY? 
LITTLE Tommy, aged 8, marched 
into the living room with an    
important announcement for his 
Father.   “Dad,” he said with 
great seriousness, “I’m going to 
get married.”   His father grinned 
indulgently, “Who to, son?”   “My 

girlfriend, Mary, next door.”   Mary was also 8 and 
his Dad decided to carry the joke along.   “Found a 
place to live yet?”   He asked.   “Well, she gets 50 
cents pocket money and you give me a $1.   So if 
she moves in with me, we can manage,” said Tommy   
seriously.   His Dad nodded.   “Well, $1.50 a week is 
okay for now, but what will you do when the kids 
start to arrive?” 
“Don’t worry,” said Tommy confidently.   “We’ve 
been lucky so far. 
   

MEN! 
When his wife said she was going to change the    
baby, he said “Well get a quieter one!” 

From the Editors Desk  

 

Linda Lambess 

Ivan and Linda wish 
you and your  
families a very 
happy and safe 
holiday season. 

Christmas is here in full swing now and for the first year in a 

very long time I am organised and just a few things to go. 
This degree of organisation is probably due to the couple of 

rather cold days during the week when I had planned days in 
the garden.  Weeds are still in the garden but the tree is up 

and the decorations are out.  Anyone who has been to our 

place at Christmas will appreciate that this is quite a marathon 
job.  Although I did recall an American friend who we visited 

at Christmas—it was like walking into a Christmas store with 
each room decorated with a different theme.  Planning in  

September and then straight into decorating. Three months to 
put up and 6 weeks to put back again!  I reminded Ivan of 

this when he was putting more lights on the tree. 
 

Christmas will be at home this year so anyone travelling past 
please stop in for a coffee.  The January edition of Servo   

Chatter will be out about 3 January—please send in photos, 

jokes, articles anything.  A photo makes a big difference to 
filling space and making it more interesting. 
 

Please have a happy and safe holiday season—take care when 

travelling, remember the other person on the road is an idiot. 
 

Bring on summer, the bbq and the pool are ready to go!! 
 

Happy Landings, Linda 
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This month started with the news that John Martin 
had passed away.  John had been a good personal 
friend and a person who enjoyed talking to any of 
the Aeroneers.  The Club’s relationship with John 
and Jill has been great over the last 14-15 years and 
with Jill staying on we look forward as a Club to be 
at Spur Road for some time to come. 
 
The things John liked about us was that we kept the 
paddock clean and tidy and we did not interrupt the 
farm’s progress. 
 
The field has a good strike of grass on it and this 
should give a good hay collection.  If the weather 
behaves this hay may be cut in December. 
 
December and January are for sport flying with 
Christmas Day being a “No Fly Day”. 

Talking about the field, we are very lucky not to 
have a height restriction put on us by C.A.A.  A   
number of Clubs around New Zealand have been 
reduced to 400ft. 
 
If anyone needs help with flying over this time 
please contact me and I will arrange. 
 
The Christmas function on 14 December is also Club 
Prize-giving.  I hope that you can attend.  Final cut  
off for the caterer is 7 December. 
 
Happy flying. 
Peter Vining,  
Club Captain 
November 2018 

Club Captain’s Report 

 

Peter Vining 

The fastest remote-
controlled jet-powered  

model aircraft  
(RC) is 749.221 km/h (465.544 mph) and 
was achieved by Niels Herbrich 
(Germany), in Rothenburg, Germany, on 
23 August 2017. 
Niels Herbrich broke his own record with 
a difference of 42.251 km/h. 

Not may people know this, but ever 
since Orville and Wilbur screwed up a 
good thing, bringing regulations to avia-
tion, Santa Claus has been required to 
hold a valid pilots license.  
 
Given his important mission, he is, of 
course, rated for Instruments and Multi-

engine (12 plus Rudolf). Like all pilots, he is required to 
take a biannual flight review. Last fall, the FAA flight exam-
iner showed up at the appointed time at the North Pole to     
administer Santa’s Biannual. 
 
Santa was flabbergasted when the examiner showed up 
armed, holding a shot gun. Santa climbed into the sleigh on 
the left side and took the reins, and the examiner climbed 
in on the right, cradling the shot gun in his lap. Santa 
couldn’t contain his curiosity anymore and asked about the 
shot gun. The examin-
er was coy, but said, “I 
don’t know. Let’s just 
say that you might lose 
one on take-off.” 



Book Review 
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"CREW" by  
Mike Colman (2018)  

 
I borrowed this book from the PNCC Library and found it 
both gripping and incredibly sad, particularly when it    
revealed that no fewer than 55,537 Airmen died during 
World War II. This is a true story of just seven airmen, 
the crew of a Lancaster bomber shot down over France 
while on the way to bomb a target in Germany.  
 
I had planned to write a review for Servo Chatter, but 
then discovered that Down Under Aviation News had   
already done a lengthy  review. Here is an abbreviated 
version of it: 
 
During WW2 the Royal Australian Air Force had many 
aircrew members in the UK assigned to the Royal Air 
Force's Bomber Command, which was the RAF's primary 
command used to attack strategic German targets. One 
bomber type  operated by Bomber Command was the 
Avro Lancaster. Flown by a crew of seven, the Lancaster 
became well respected by the aircrews, and its operation-
al history created an enduring legacy which remains to this day. 
 
This book captures author Mike Colman's seven-year journey to craft a book as a tribute to honour some of 
the veterans of 460 Squadron, Bomber Command from WW2. It has resulted in an emotional journey into 
the lives of seven airmen - a mixed RAAF/ Scottish crew - who flew several missions over Germany in the 
legendary Lancaster bomber. He describes in great detail the final mission of this crew and what happened 
on its way to the designated target at Schweinfurt, southern Germany in early 1944. While still over occupied 
France it was shot down by German military forces - forever transforming the lives of many people. Mike   
details what happened afterwards - some of the crew would die that night (one had been married for just 
two days), while other crew members survived and became “evaders”, travelling through occupied France 
with German forces in pursuit. 
 
Mike details the crew members’ life as they grew up, their training, operational insights, the final flight and 
the amazing aftermath of the mission. 
 
"Crew" is the more than just a story of the background to the airmen and their final operational Bomber 
Command mission. It delves into the emotions and thoughts of family members searching for closure, along 
with the lasting impact the mission had on the local French residents who saw the falling aircraft, riskily         
retrieved the bodies and helped the surviving aircrew to escape. 

Footnote: You will find this book at the PNCC Library - call no. 940.544941COL. If it’s out on 
loan, the Awapuni and Roslyn libraries also have a copy.  Merv. 
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Vintage Results 
 

 Pilot    total position 

Bruce Mckay 3.03-20 2.59-20 2.54-20 590 1st 

Bruce Woodfield 3.03-20 3.07-20 3.01 569 2nd 

Phil Pearpoint 2.57-20 2.36-20 2.48-20 561 3rd 

Flemming Ravn 2.55 2.57 2.54-20 543 4th 

Mike Randel 3.00 3.07-20 2.48 541 5th 

Greg Findon 3.14 3.06 3.15 505 6th 

Peter Vining 3.01-20 - - 199 7th 

An almost perfect day for flying greeted 7 competitors for the 
final Vintage event for the year. 
 
A light wind which kept changing direction caught out some flyers out, only 2 managing all 3 landing points 
A sad sight was seeing Peter's lovely Buzzard Bombshell in a vertical dive to the ground. Peter's investiga-
tion of what happened points to the receiver areal  being caught around the tailwheel and being pulled out 
of the receiver leaving him with no control. Hopefully Peter will be all set to go when Vintage resumes again 
in February. 
 
This years competition has again been very close,and as always its been a relaxed 
yet serious load of fun,we would love to see some new faces giving it a go next year. 
If anyone would like to know how to join in please contact any of the Vintage guys. 
 
Following a suggestion from Philip, Brian Dickons sons have donated a trophy for our 
Vintage competition. to be known as the Brian Dickons Memorial Trophy for Vintage 
Competition, it will be awarded for the first time to this years winner. 
 
Hope to see you all at the prize giving Christmas Dinner, and look forward to doing 
Vintage battle again next year starting in February! 
 
Merry Christmas to all, Phil. 

November 2018 

From Phil Pearpoint 
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Tomboy Results 
 

November 2018  

from Ladderman 

Pilot     Flight 1 Flight 2 Flight 3 Total 2018 totals 

Flemming Ravn 18/5 16/- 20/5 64 381 

Bruce Woodfield 20/- 20/5 16/5 65 331 

Peter Vining 15/5 15/5 18/5 63 306 

Greg Findon 16/5 18/5 15/- 60 278 

Next contest February 2019—plenty of time to get a plane ready 
to fly. 

 

Armistice Day 2018 was a beautiful day to remember 
our Heroes and to fly model aeroplanes. That  
Sunday morning was also a very nice day for soaring 
- there was plenty of lift all over all morning. 
 
First flight, three Tomboys circled towards the East 
While the orange Tomboy circled  more towards the 
South.  Lift in the East was very good, but even    
better further South such that Ladderman had to 
enter descent mode almost immediately and then 
soon initiate steep gliding turns in order to get home 
before lunch time. Notwithstanding all his surplus 
height and time,    Ladderman still managed to miss 
the landing box...... 
 

Second flight was almost a repeat of the first flight 
with all four aircraft circling towards the East in the 
same lift pattern.  Landing  order was    sorted out 
only in the last few     moments and only Flemming 
missed the landing box.   
 
Third flight was different in that no good lift was 
found and all four Tomboys were down with Ladder-
man leading the way.  Peter was the only pilot of 
four to score the landing box all three times. 
 
When the year is all added up, Flemming is the clear 
winner of the first prize.   

Congratulations Flemming. 

Thank you Ladderman 
for supplying the photo. 



Plonky—Brendon Deere’s 

Avenger 
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Avenger 18 carries the distinctive "Plonky" marking as 

applied to NZ2518 in Gisborne before it left for the 
Pacific front. At the time various cartoons, many with a 

Disney theme, were applied to aircraft heading for the 
Pacific theatre, intending to be somewhat insulting to 

the Japanese. They were generally removed once they 

got to the front line as higher authorities determined 
they might upset the enemy and lead to ill treatment 

of POWs. 
 

Fred Ladd, who flew NZ2518 on its first tour of duty in 
the Pacific, didn't drink alcohol so thought an Avenger 

spraying beer ("plonk") on the Japanese was suitable 
for his aircraft. 
 

As there are only black and white photos of Plonky's 

cartoon in existence, we had to re imagine the colours 
as best as we could. Plonky was skillfully re created by 

Tony Walton of Feilding, an expert at his airbrush 

craft. 
 

As Avenger 18 lives most of the time with its wings 
folded, its easy to forget forget how big it is with its 

wings extended.  From Facebook 



Aviation centre cleared 
for take off  

 
Wairarapa times age 14 Nov 18 
BECKIE WILSON 
beckie.wilson@age.co.nz 

 
A multi-million-dollar vintage aviation centre and   
museum is at the heart of plans to boost tourism in 
the region. 
 
The development of a world-class visitor attraction 
at Masterton’s Hood Aerodrome has been in the 
works for the past four years and is now ready to be 
taken to the next step, the National Aviation Centre 
Trust chairman Bob Francis says. 
 
The Wairarapa Economic Development Strategy 
launched on Monday night, focuses on several key 
areas in the region needing a boost including a    
high-tech hub, water, air services and tourism, and 
Francis said the aviation centre tied in nicely with 
the strategy’s goals. 
 
Over the past four years the trust had raised 
$100,000 to fund feasibility studies and              
investigations into similar facilities around the world, 
he said. 
 
The centre is expected to have many elements,    
including interactive displays that visitors can be   
engaged with, and will link in with the Vintage     
Aviator Ltd, owned by Sir Peter Jackson, which    
already has a substantial operation at Hood         
Aerodrome. 
 
The company owns a large number of   
vintage aircraft and runs regular flying 
weekends. 
 
Working together with the trust, the World 
War I aircraft collection will be on display 
at the new centre. 
 
The plan is for it to complement the     
aerodrome, and Wings Over Wairarapa. 
 
“We are aiming for something at the top 

end and something this region can be proud of, 
which will attract international visitors.” 
 
Masterton District Council had been supportive of 
the project, and 12 months ago especially          
purchased a 4ha piece of land that neighbours the 
aerodrome, Francis said. 
 
“That’s been a real positive and given us confidence 
to move forward,” he said. 
 
Francis said the finer detail and concept of the     
centre was yet to be finalised but significant work 
was planned to be done within the next 12 months. 
 
“It is ambitious, but we are going to give it a go,” 
Francis said. “It’s pretty exciting.” The trust has 
signed on Select Contracts, a Canadian attraction 
developer and operator, to support the centre. 
 
“We are excited to be involved at such an early 
stage of this event which has the potential to       
become a key attraction for Wairarapa and the    
wider Wellington region,” Select Contracts regional    
director Darron Charity said. 
 
Former Labour education minister Steve Maharey, 
who put the strategy together, said it was pleasing 
to see traction already being made in some key    
areas of focus. 
 
“News that an agreement has been reached over 
developing a significant aviation-focused visitor    
attraction at Hood Aerodrome is a positive         
milestone,” he said. 

In the News 
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Buddy Box 
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Walrus Glider 
 Flown twice 
 As new 
 Plug and play 
 $125.00 
 

Phone Shorty 
063636795 

 

Alien spacecraft appear over Palmerston North disguised as 
geese— 

Photo supplied by Ladderman. 

Congratulations to the Club 

competitions prize winners –

list in January Servo Chatter 

 
Congratulations 



Club Annual Awards  &  

Christmas Function  
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Club Annual 
Awards  &  

Christmas Function  
 

The Verdict Café,  
The Square between Main & Church Sts,  

Palmerston North,  

Friday Evening  
14 December.  

Meet and catch-up 6.00 – 6.15pm,  
sit down to dine 6.15 onwards. 

 

Alongside is the Menu for our  
Christmas Function and Annual Awards.   

 
The cost is $40.00 per person, this can be paid 
online or alternatively by Bank deposit at any 
Westpac Bank.   
The Club’s bank account details are:  
Bank Account No: 03-1522-0020708-00,  
Name of Account: Palmerston Nth Aeroneers.    
Please include your name and Christmas as a 
reference. 

 
 Menu for PN Aeroneers  

Christmas Function 

 
Champagne ham on the bone 

with mustard fruits 
 

Cranberry stuffed turkey 
 

Mini minted potatoes 
 

Green leaf garden salad 
 

Kumara orange and bacon salad 
 

Hot roast vege salad 
 

Christmas pudding  
with brandy custard 

 

Mini pavs 
 

Bowls of fresh berries and 
whipped cream 

 

Mark your          
calendars and   

enjoy good food 
and great        
company.   

The Committee 
needs to  

confirm numbers 
attending on  
Monday 10  

December 2018. 

14 

 



Buddhas’s model room 
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This is a model room which appears to 

be disorganised chaos but Buddha 
knows where everything is. 

Hoping the 

forecast is  

looking  

brighter 

Under the 

weather 

  

School holidays and  
more kids out on the  

rural roads please 
take care when       

driving to and from 
the field. 

Please stick to 60 kms 
down Spur Road. 



Many of you have been to the good ol’ US of A and possibly some have been to a Bubba Gump 
Shrimp Restaurant. This is now an international chain of restaurants based on the Forrest Gump 
movie. 
 
They have a simple practise—when you want service you flip the sign Stop Forrest Stop—when you 
do not require anything it is Run Forrest Run.  SIMPLE. 

Now when you arrive at the flying field can the first person think of Forrest 
Gump and flip the sign to Take Care, we are flying.  Then the last person 
change it back.  SIMPLE. 

 

Please flip the sign 
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Photos, articles, letters to the editor, 
links to articles or videos, jokes —  

ANYTHING! 
Everyone of you have a story  -  

What project are you working on? 
Is there anything interesting you 
have read online that you should 
share with your fellow modellers? 

Email: editor@aeroneers.com 

Can I just ask everyone 

for a big favour?  

 

Those of you who are 

planning to place Christmas lights/

decoration in your gardens, can you 

please avoid anything that is blue 

and flashing. Every time I drive by, I 

think it’s the police and have a panic 

attack. I have to take my foot off the 

accelerator, toss my wine bottle,  

fasten my seat belt, throw my phone 

on the floor, turn my radio down and 

push the gun under the seat. It’s too 

much for me to do at short notice  — 

thank you all for cooperating and 

taking my feelings into                  

consideration. 

mailto:editor@aeroneers.com


Check our website for update information: 

www.aeroneers.com 

December January 
2, 9, 16, 23, 30 December - General flying 
7 December — confirm Christmas function 
numbers. 
14 December - Christmas function and prize 
giving 
25 December — Merry Christmas 
29 December - Deadline Servo Chatter  
3 January - January Servo Chatter will be 
online 

1 January — Happy New Year 

6 January - General flying 

13 January - General flying 

20 January - General flying 

21 January - Committee meeting 

27January - General flying 

31 January - Deadline Servo Chatter  

1 February - January Servo Chatter will be 
online 

Calendar and Events of 

Interest 
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Club Annual Awards  &  
Christmas Function  

 
The Verdict Café,  

The Square between Main & Church Sts,  
Palmerston North,  

 
Friday Evening 14 December.  

Meet and catch-up 6.00 – 6.15pm,  
sit down to dine 6.15 onwards. 

See page 12 

for menu 

Why is Santa Claus 
 a man? 

Because no woman 
would wear the same 
outfit year after year.. 

Love it on Christmas day when the l 
abel on the gift says “Love from Mum 
and Dad” and you just know that Dad 
has no idea what is inside. 



Levin and Kapiti Events 
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The Vintage Aviator Collections only public flying display this Summer will be 
at Wings Over Wairarapa airshow at Hood Aerodrome, 22-24th February 2019.   

Events of Interest 
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Senior Membership $140 (this subs include the $75 
NZMAA affiliation) 
Family Membership 
$145 
Junior (under 18) $40 
Associate $40 
Associate Flying $65 
Subs are per annum.  
 

Please pay Clive Martis or any committee member 
or online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00  
Palmerston North Aeroneers.   Don’t forget to        
include your name in the details box.  
 

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise   
Greg of your payment. 

 

You need to be a paid member to fly at the  
club airfield. 

 

The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the 
NZMAA prior to  March 31 to ensure all club      
members are covered by the MFNZ public liability 
insurance. 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not           
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every 
care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be       
responsible for the content of advertisements or any material 
contained  therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. 

 

Hat - $15 
Your typical fisher-
man “Gilligan” style. 
 

Shirt - $30  

They are 100% Dri-zone  
polyester, anti-snag and  
moisture wicking. 
UPF rating 50+. 

See a committee member. 

Club address—club no longer has a P.O. Box number 
 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com                                                             
Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 

 
Club Flying Site: 

End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

 
President: 

Greg Findon, 06 356 1571 
president@aeroneers.com 

 

Vice President: 
Bruce Woodfield, 029 357 8039 
vicepresident@aeroneers.com 

 

Treasurer: 
treasurer@aeroneers.com 

 
Secretary  

Bruce Withell, 358 3202 
secretary@aeroneers.com 

 
 

Club Captain: 
Peter Vining, 027 443 2378 

Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Webmaster: 
Tama Randell, 027 2920363 

 
Servo Chatter Editor 
and Website Updates 

Linda Lambess, 06 2102910 
021 2106139 

editor@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Alvah Brickhill, 021 0522875 
Tama Randell, 027 2920363 
Phil Pearpoint, 06 3239093 

Committee Subscriptions 

Club 

hats and 

shirts 

Your Committee and Other  

Important Information 
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